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Surgery
gives baby
chance of

normal life

IPOKAZI MAPOSA
Health Writer

WHEN her one-month-old baby

was diagnosed with a congeni-

tal heart disorder, Akhona
devastated.

year-old

single mother, after little

mm'“, diagnosed

with a e Glagaosed

combination of four different
heart defects.

But last week the
underwent b.hy

tive surgery at mn'
Christiaan Barnard Memorial
Hospital in an operation
funded by a Gauteng-based
u"“”f! the Walter Sisulu Pae-

T Centre for Africa.
m”“"”'hﬂmywy
is to live a normal life,”
Nogogo told the Cape Argus
y. cradling her little

bers and the i

vnlvuou\elunau"h' =i
lers the flow of blood

to the lungs, keeping the oxy-

gen levels in the blood so low

that it causes e

biae tint 80 the skin.

After the

diagnosis, Nogogo
began months of sleepless-

nights as she waited for her

MOTHERLY LOVE:

pen-heart surgery at Christiaan

That all ended when the
charity, which has o
expanded its work to Cnpel
Town, stepped in. Chris
Barnard Memorial ““DMM‘,

cradies her seven-month-oid baby boy
Memorial Hospital.

ave congenital heart disor-
ders,

lt.z partnership with the
Hospital

was incredibly relieved that
her son’s life had been saved.
“Ever since he was diag-
nosed with the condition, I've
been worried sick that some-
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Centre, said the organisation
had decided to expand the pro-
ject to the W e s
rore needy children.
Dr Susan Vosloo, cardio-
ic surgeon at the hospi-
tll.m-umo Zingee's condition was
n among infants and
if left untreated.
“Because of the lack of oxy-
gen in their blood, most of these

son’s chance to have corrective  funds to pay for lifesaving sur- thm:bpmmhawmmhun versible,” she said. Zingce is expected to be dis-
surgery at East London's his heart would sud- Lynda Bleazard, chief exe- charged tomorrow
Cecilia Hospital. dren from across Africa who dcnly stop. cutive of the Walter Sisulu sipokazi. maposa@ini <o,z
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